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INTRODUCTION 

Welcome to our second newsletter 
of SWBG. We, the SWBG Trustees 
and helpers, have had another 
busy year and a very enjoyable one 
with more school visits and lots of 
tours. Again we hope you enjoy 
what we have put together for you. 

The Kits! 

Audrey Pallister, when in the 
company of Helen Dickinson and a 
student Alex, saw the first Excellent 
Earn Beaver Kit on the 10th June. This 
was then followed by Paul Ramsay 
who saw his first Beautiful Bamff 
Beaver Kit on the 30th June. I also 
saw my first Earn kits on the 30th 
June on a visit to the river with 
Audrey. Bob Smith was next when 
he saw a Brilliant Blairgowrie Kit on 
the 7th July. 

 

 

Above. An Ericht Kit photo.                         
Below. An Earn Adult with kit.                     

Photos Rhona Forrester 

 

  

 

School Visits 

 

We continue to do our education 

programme delivering a presentation to 

as many primary schools within Tayside 

that will have us. 

Two of our trustees, Bob and Rhona, 

delivered a presentation to P5 and P6 at 

Dunbarney Primary School in Bridge of 

Earn. The children all enjoyed 

themselves and showed great 

enthusiasm. 

 

 

P5 Dunbarney Primary School 

Scottish Wild Beaver Group                                                        
promoting the reintroduction of the Eurasian Beaver 
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Little Blooms Talk June 2014 

Rhona Forrester gave a small talk 

to Little Blooms Nursery in 

Bridge of Earn. It was done at 

their level and enjoyed by all. 

They all did a colouring in Beaver 

picture for the competition and 

went home with a beaver postcard. 

 

 

The Co-op’s Rosemount Farms 
Open Day 

The SWBG had a stand which was 
very busy. We were in a poly-tunnel 
which was a blessing as we had a few 
downpours with thunder and 
lightening added! We had over 30 
entries to the colouring in Kiddies 
Competition which we added to our 
display. We enjoyed meeting lots of 
people who were very interested in 
the Keystone species Beaver. 
Hopefully we will have also added 
some new supporters to our cause.  

Below is a photo of Paul with the kiddies’ 
entries to the competition.  

Paul Ramsay 

 

 

Above is Paul, Jean and Rhona 

Countryfile 

        Ellie Harrison and Bob Smith 

In February this year the BBC 
had arranged with Bob to 
meet him up at Loch of the 
Lowes to do a bit of filming 
about the Beavers for 
Countryfile. To say he was 
excited about this is putting it 
mildly! They were running a 
bit late but eventually he got 
the phone call he’d been 
waiting on and off he went to 
meet the lovely Ellie 
Harrison. He did very well and 
spoke about the many 
benefits the beavers can 
bring to an area to encourage 
many species of invertebrates 

 

                   Tours 

There have been many tours again at 
the Ericht this year again by Bob and I 
have been lucky enough to join him on 
some of these occasions. Below is some 
of the visitors we have met. 
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International Beaver Day at Bamff 

Paul and Louise Ramsay from 
Bamff Estate in Alyth organized a 
wonderful evening to celebrate 
International Beaver Day. Some of 
the visitors had travelled from 
Aberdeen and Cumbernauld. There 
were around 20 of us, so we were 
split into two groups and taken to 
different parts of the estate to see 
all the work done by the Beavers 
and hopefully to also see them. We 
were not disappointed. Both 
groups saw Beavers and one group 
saw a Water Vole! We also heard 
frogs and toads and many 
different species of birds all of 
which benefit from the Beavers 
and the work that they do. We 
then returned to Bamff House for 
some refreshments and a 
discussion about the Beavers. An 
excellent evening was enjoyed by 
all. 

Rhona Forrester 

Some of the visitors who attended 
the International Beaver Day at 

Bamff 

 

 

 

 

 

A must read book 

Three against the Wilderness 

One of the most famous books 
about Canadian province British 
Columbia, Eric Collier's gripping 
Chilcotin memoir `Three Against 
the Wilderness' (1959) is a classic 
homesteading account. Born in 
Northampton, England in 1903, 
Eric married a girl of Indian 
descent, Lillian Ross, in 1928. Two 
years later, in spite of his wife's 
hip deformity due to a childhood 
accident, the couple took a 
wagon, three horses and their 18-
month-old son Veasy, along with a 
tent, some provisions and $33, 
and reached the Stack Valley 
where they lived in an abandoned 
cabin. In a few years they 
relocated to Meldrum Creek, ten 
miles away, where they lived in a 
tent and built their own cabin. He 
and his wife Lillian had promised 
her 97-year-old grandmother, 
LaLa, to bring the beavers back to 
the area that she knew as a child 
before the white man came. 
Collier imported several pair of 
beaver, and raised the area's 
water table sufficiently to 
reinstate the beaver population. 
He encouraged more humane 
trapping methods and 
increasingly turned his hand to 
writing. In 1949 he was the first 
non-American to win Outdoor 
Life's Conservation Award and in 
the 1950s the staff at Outdoor Life 
encouraged him to consider 
writing a book about his 
experiences as a pioneering 
conservationist and trapper. 
Written by longhand and then 
transcribed onto his Remington 
typewriter, Collier's recollections 
of 26 years of family life and 
'roughing it in the bush' for Three 
Against the Wilderness (1959) 
were a hit, and soon condensed 
by Reader's Digest and re-sold in 
at least seven translations around 
the world. This book is an 
excellent example of what one 
man can do and what one key 
species, returned to the wild can 
do.  

 

Some photos from 2014 by 

Bob Smith 
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Have you seen any Beavers or 
Kits this year? Share your 
stories or photos on our 

Facebook page Save the Free 
Beavers of the Tay or get in 

touch with Rhona if you’d like 
them added to the next 
Newsletter or our Website. 

r.forrester62@btinternet.com 

If you haven’t done so already 
have a look at our website 

scottishwildbeavers.org 

Follow Bob’s Blog on Facebook 

Bobby’s beaver and wildlife 
blog of the Ericht and 
round about  

 

Tim’s journey 

On July21st one of our Trustees, 
Tim Fison spent two hours 
kayaking round the islands and 
shore at the west end of Loch Tay, 
following up on hearsay that 
beavers, or signs thereof, have 
been observed there.  He found 
no evidence but it was not an 
exhaustive search as he really 
enjoyed his outing. 

Loch Tay 

 

 

Beaver Signs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Burnieshed Burn Bamff 

On the 14th August a team from the 
Tay Salmon Fishery’s Board, led by 
Dr David Summers, came to carry 
out electro-fishing in the Burnieshed 
Burn at Bamff. They were 
accompanied by Drs. Nigel Willby 
and Alan Law from Stirling 
University and Sean Dugan from the 
Freshwater Fisheries’ Laboratory at 
Faskally  

They caught between 50 and 60 
trout including one that weighed 1kg 

A very enjoyable and successful day. 

Paul Ramsay 

 

 

Photos taken by Paul Ramsay 

 

 

 

 

Above Dr Nigel Willby standing on the 
dam 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:r.forrester62@btinternet.com
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THE EGG AWARD 

 
6th July 2014 

 

At some point in April an item 
appeared on Facebook about the 
Fintry Development Trust and 
someone suggested that SWBG 
should apply for an award. Louise 
completed the application form, 
winged it off, and forgot about it. A 
few weeks passed and an email arrived 
from the FDT, inviting representatives 
from the SWBG to attend the evening 
of Award Giving at Fintry Village Hall. 
It was suggested that SWBG stood a 
reasonable chance of winning an 
award. Excited, we decided we must 
go along.  

 

True to form I did nothing to prepare 
myself for the evening. We drove 
towards Stirling, met our friends, 
Patrick and Sue Stirling-Aird in 
Dunblane and headed on for Fintry. 
We arrived at the Fintry Inn and found 
that many of the folk who were to 
attend the evening were already there, 
eating. Making up for lost time, we 
caught up with them, culinary 
speaking and walked up the Main 

Street to the village hall. A band of 
young people was playing as we took 
our places round the tables that had 
been prepared. We found our friends 
and fellow beaver supporters Andrew 
Thompson and Felicity Martin already 
settled at one of the round tables and 
a friend of our son who was working 
for Carbon Neutral Stirling.   A happy 
expectant atmosphere filled the hall.  

Lesley Riddoch was the presenter for 
the evening. She took the stage and 
spoke about the Fintry Development 
Trust. 

The Trust, she told us, started out of a 
community enterprise that was 
founded to place wind turbines on an 
area of nearby hill ground. After the 
establishment of the wind farm, the 
community participants decided to 
found a trust that would fund 
worthwhile local projects. Some years 
ago this trust began to look wider and 
fund a programme of awards to 
community based enterprises across 
Scotland. A number of categories were 
suggested and so the awards started. 
Last year, 2013, the Fintry 
Development Trust decided to add a 
new category: the newcomer award. 

SWBG was placed in the newcomer 
category.  

  

We wondered how many applicants 
there would be for each of the 
categories.  It turned out that there 
were at least 20 newcomers.  As the 
list of projects was read, each one 
quite wonderful in its own way we 
began to doubt that there was the 
slightest chance we would actually 
win. People had started community 
gardens and woods, farmers markets 
and carbon neutral enterprises. They 
had worked hard and long to build 
wonderful facilities and enhance their 
communities. We knew that SWBG 
supporters had also worked hard but 
the emphasis had been on the animals 
rather than the people – the 
community had been a community of 
interest rather than so much of a 
geographical community. 

Did we really fit the category?   

 

 

 

Louise and Paul with The Egg Award 

 

 

Given that we had been 
encouraged to come over 
all the way from East 
Perthshire, perhaps it was 
reasonable to hope we 
might be the runners up? 
Our category came last so 
we had plenty of time to 
speculate on these things. 
But finally Big Lesley came 
to the newcomers and we 
waited tensely for the 
outcome.  There was a 
runner up, but it wasn’t 

SWBG. We were the winners!  Louise 
went up with great excitement to 
receive the beautiful hand carved 
wooden egg. We were both thinking 
about all the people who had worked 

so hard over three years for the 
benefit of our wonderful Tay 
beavers.  

 

Thank you Fintry Community Trust 
for acknowledging us, and the 
beavers, in this wonderful way.  

 

Louise and Paul Ramsay 
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SOME PHOTOS FROM 2014  
BY RHONA FORRESTER 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Save the Free Beavers of England  

The Free Beavers of Devon 

A decision has been made at the 
most senior levels of DEFRA, 
probably a ministerial decision to 
remove the free beavers living on 
the river Otter in Devon. Officials 
from the Animal Health and 
Veterinary Laboratories Agency 
AHVLA- Defra have been 
instructed to find out how to do 
this and if possible rehome the 
beavers in a Zoo, but possibly kill 
them if not. This was partly 
confirmed by communications of 
wildlife groups with DEFRA 
officials and in a statement by 
George Eustice (The 
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of 
State for Environment, Food and 
Rural Affairs) “We intend to 
recapture and rehome the wild 
beavers in Devon and are 
currently working out plans for 
the best way to do so. All 
decisions will be made with the 
welfare of the beavers in mind. 
There are no plans to cull beavers. 
Where did the beavers come 
from?  
There are at least 3 groups of 
beavers in Devon legally held, it is 
thought escapes over the past 6 
years has led to this population 

expanding. Authorities have 
known about this for some time. 
Only recent media attention & 
pressure from groups opposed to 
beaver reintroduction has spurred 
government ministers to take 
action.  
Who wants to get rid of the 
beavers?  
The political force is coming from 
Conservative ministers with 
pressure from the Angling Trust & 
some other groups who fear 
beaver’s impact on land & 
lifestyle.  
Why:  
Some groups are scared beavers 
will change rivers and suppress 
fishing – the best scientific 
evidence clearly shows this is 
wrong and beavers enhance fish 
stocks and make rivers better for 
wildlife Beavers in the rest of the 
UK: There are probably 300 
beavers living wild in the UK in 
over 10 populations, mostly in 
Scotland, but a few in places in 
England and wales.  
What are the ‘Save the Free 
Beavers of England’ group 
doing?’  
A broad alliance of wildlife groups 
led by the Charities: Devon 
Wildlife Trust & Wildwood Trust 
are campaigning for a change in 
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policy to test the beavers to 
ensure they have no parasites and 
to monitor and mitigate any 
affects the beavers have to local 
landowners and river users. This 
has been rejected by DEFRA at the 
behest of ministers. Many DEFRA 
officials and wildlife experts 
believe that monitoring is the best 
policy. Where Trapping has been 
carried out in Scotland it led to 
the death of a young beaver. At 
present we are:    

1. Contacting local landowners 
and ask them to refuse 
permission for DEFRA officials 
coming on to their land, which 
they have the legal right to do.  

2. Promote the case that testing 
and monitoring is the best course 
of action  

3. Contacting zoos and animals 
parks to refuse DEFRA’s request 
to rehome the beavers, as the 
conditions will cause great stress 
to the beavers and caused the 
death of a young beaver when 
tried in Scotland. 

4. Set up a team to monitor 
DEFRA officials to ensure they do 
not break the law or act in a way 
that will hurt the beavers’ 
welfare.  

5. Mount a legal challenge to this 
process. 

 A. Breach of Habitats Directive: 
There is a very good chance the 
UK is in breach or the Habitats 
Directive, beavers are a European 
Protected 
Species, in the 
way they have 

treated beavers, not recognized 
that beavers have re-colonized 
the UK in the last 15 years and not 
put in a proper licensing and 
monitoring system. 
B. Animal welfare grounds – 
private prosecutions of individuals 
for any harm they bring to the 
beaver 
C. Judicial Review of the 
Governments actions in this 
decision 

SWBG wish them all the best. 

 

 

 

PHOTOS BY RHONA FORRESTER 
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Earlier in the year I visited Goodlyburn 
Primary School in Perth and gave a talk 
to the children about the Beavers. It was 
a Gaelic class. The children and their 
teacher Christina McGregor gave me a 
very warm welcome. 

The children asked many questions and 
they were all very interested to learn 
about the Beavers. I asked them to 
name a soft toy beaver that I had 
brought along with me and was looking 
for a Gaelic name. The winner of this 
little competition was Jessica who 
named the Beaver Ruadh. I also received 
a thank you letter in Gaelic from each 
child. A very enjoyable day was had by 
all. 
Rhona Forrester  
 

 
Mrs. McGregor with her Gaelic Class 
 

Education 
 

When I was a Childminder, I often 
took the children out on Wildlife 

walks. Many years ago, when out for 
one of those walks, we came across 
Beaver signs. This was very exciting 

for all of us and the children had 
their photograph taken standing 

beside the typical pencil topped tree 
stump. As the years passed they 

learned more and more about the 
Beavers and we found toads, frogs, 
newts, damselflies and dragonflies 

all in the same area. Both the 
children and myself learned just 

what an amazing Keystone species 
the Beaver is. As they grow up I’m 
sure they will teach their children 

and grandchildren about the many 
benefits this wonderful animal can 

bring to our country. 
Rhona Forrester 
 

 
Dean with a Beaver lodge behind him. 
 

Carly, who was also very excited to be 
standing near the Beaver lodge. 
 

 
A Damselfly 
 

 
A Dragonfly 
 

 
Toad 
 

 
Frog 
 

 
Newt 
 

 
The display that is used for school 
visits 
 

 
 
 
 
A Beaver face made with a paper plate! 
Lots of fun for the children to make. 
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An exciting conference is being 

planned for March 2015 by the 

Scottish Wild Beaver Group on 

beavers and wetland management in 

Scotland. 2015 is set to be a 

particularly important year for the 

Scottish beaver as the Scottish 

Government is due to announce its 

decision on whether to allow the 

reintroduction of this important 

keystone species into Scottish rivers 

and lochs following the five year 

Scottish Beaver Trial. 

 

 

 

 

                                                              
This one day conference will bring 

together professionals, researchers 

and the local communities (including 

local land managers) of Scotland and 

Europe - to share up-to-date 

scientific information and analysis 

and, importantly, public debate 

which will help inform the national 

debate on the future of beavers in 

Scotland.  We hope to welcome not 

just those in the local community 

across Tayside, but visitors from far 

and wide with an interest in the 

natural world, biodiversity and 
ecosystems services. 
Jean Oudney 
 

 

 

 

 

           In the Next Issue 
          

                   Filming of the Beavers! 

 

                       SWBG Conference 

                        

                        School Visits 

 

                             Tours 

 

                   More Beaver photos 

 

 

 

 

Scottish Wild Beaver Group Trustees 
 

Tim Fisons.   Rhona Forrester.   David Grant.   Audrey Pallister.   Louise Ramsay.   Paul Ramsay.   Shauna Redman.   Bob Smith 

 

We can be contacted on theswbg@gmail.com and a quick response is guaranteed.  

 

We can also be contacted through our Facebook group “Save the Free Beavers of the Tay” 

 
Or directly at: Advice & Help:  07761104305 

 

Please use the above phone number for our beaver advice and help service.  This includes a free volunteer tree wrapping service for any 

farmer or gardener who has a valued tree close to a waterway with beavers. 

Photos supplied by B. Smith, R. Forrester, Paul Ramsay – Bamff Estate. 

 

 

 

SWBG Conference 

mailto:scottishwildbeavers@gmail.com

